Licking Lassa Fever

In Sierra Leone




The premature mass
deaths of the poorest of
the poor are absolutely

unnecessary, absolutely
avoidable.

Jeffrey D. Sachs, Special Adviser to Secretary-General UN

We can all agree with this statement but what can we do to help the people in the
countries where the need is greatest?



Licking Lassa Fever

In Sierra Leone

Licking Lassa Fever in Sierra Leone



| assa Fever Kills

This project offers an opportunity to make a real and lasting impact.



About 3,000 people die in Sierra Leone every year
8 per day

2 out of every 10 infected people die

About 3,000 people in die every year Sierra Leone.
That s 8 people every single day.
And on average 20% of those admitted to hospital die.



31% aged under 18 die

But it is children and pregnant women, as well as the babies they carry, who
suffer most.



9 out of 10 foetuses die

90% of foetuses die



3 in 10 pregnant women die

30% of pregnant women die.



3 out of 10 people become deaf

And the lasting legacy is that 30% of the survivors become deaf and socially
ostracised.



This is not acceptable

We cannot continue to neglect this disease.
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Licking Lassa Fever

In
Sierra Leone

Lassa Fever is a viral disease which is carried and transmitted by rats.
Infected rats spread the virus

12



through contaminating the water supplies .
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and food with their droppings and urine.
They scavenge on food remains and badly stored food.
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But the rat is a sweet meat and in these poorest of poor areas,

15



It may be the only meat available.
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Just imagine the virus is transmitted as you prepare and eat your only meal of
the day.
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These rats
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Are prevalent
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Throughout West Africa
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These are the poorest areas on earth
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Senegal

Guinea
Sierra Leone Nigeria
Liberia

The least developed countries in the world
Areas of continuous brutal conflict
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In Sierra Leone
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Life is hard
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These are the poorest of the poor
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Malnutrition is rife
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About half the people living in rural areas do not have clean water
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Whilst 7 out of 10 do not have adequate sanitation
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6 out of 10 people in
Sierra Leone live on
less than $1 per day

Average life expectancy
Is 41 years

60% of the people live on less than $1 per day.
Average life expectancy is just 41 years (2004.
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This is the breeding ground for Lassa Fever
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