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Licking Lassa Fever
In Sierra Leone 
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�The premature mass 
deaths of the poorest of 
the poor are absolutely 

unnecessary, absolutely 
avoidable.�

Jeffrey D. Sachs, Special Adviser to Secretary-General UN

We can all agree with this statement but what can we do to help the people in the 
countries where the need is greatest?
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Licking Lassa Fever
In Sierra Leone

Licking Lassa Fever in Sierra Leone
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Lassa Fever Kills

This project offers an opportunity to make a real and lasting impact.
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About 3,000 people die in Sierra Leone every year
8 per day

2 out of every 10 infected people die

About 3,000 people in die every year Sierra Leone.

That�s 8 people every single day.

And on average 20% of those admitted to hospital die.
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31% aged under 18 die

But it is children and pregnant women, as well as the babies they carry, who 
suffer most.
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9 out of 10 foetuses die

90% of foetuses die
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3 in 10 pregnant women die 

30% of pregnant women die.
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3 out of 10 people become deaf

And the lasting legacy is that 30% of the survivors become deaf � and socially 
ostracised.



10

This is not acceptable

We cannot continue to neglect this disease.
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Lassa Fever Kills
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Licking Lassa Fever 
in 

Sierra Leone 

Lassa Fever is a viral disease which is carried and transmitted by rats.

Infected rats spread the virus…


